
Table 2. Scores of HS Disease Severity

Scoring System Severity 

Scale 

Description Advantages Disadvantages  

Hurley stage

Disease severity 

is classified into 

3 stages 

Stage 1

Single or multiple abscesses 

formations with no sinus tracts 

or scarring

Fast and useful for 

rapid classification 

of regional disease 

severity

Not suitable for 

monitoring the 

efficacy of 

therapeutic 

interventions in 

clinical trials since 

the classification 

needs to be 

quantitative

Stage 2

Single or multiple recurring 

abscesses, widely separated 

lesions, tunnel formation and/or 

scarring

Stage 3

Multiple interconnected tunnels 

and abscesses across the entire 

area can be diffuse or near 

diffuse involvement

Physician 

Global 

Assessment 

Tool for HS 

(HS-PGA)

Classifies HS 

severity by 

counting the 

number of 

abscesses, 

fistulas, and 

inflammatory and 

noninflammatory 

nodules in all skin 

areas; disease 

severity is 

classified into 6 

stages of 

increasing 

severity 

Stage 1: 

clear

No inflammatory nodules, non-

inflammatory nodules, 

abscesses, or draining tunnels 

Validated and 

relatively easy to 

use; suitable for 

observing changes 

during treatment 

and is frequently 

used in clinical 

trials and daily 

practice

Marked 

heterogeneity 

among the most 

severe categories 

such that patients 

may experience 

clinically 

significant 

improvement but 

not gain a 

meaningful 

reduction in their 

HS-PGA score

Stage 2: 

minimal

Only noninflammatory nodules; 

no abscesses, draining tunnels, 

or inflammatory nodules exist.

Stage 3: 

mild

No abscesses or draining 

tunnels and 1-4 inflammatory 

nodules, or 1 abscess or 

draining tunnel and no 

inflammatory nodules

Stage 4: 

moderate

<5 inflammatory nodules, or 1 

abscess or draining tunnel and 

≥1 inflammatory nodule, or 2-5 

abscesses or draining tunnels 

and <10 inflammatory nodules

Stage 5: 

severe

2-5 abscesses or draining 

fistulas and ≥10 inflammatory 

nodules

Stage 6: 

very severe

>5 abscesses or draining 

tunnels

International HS 

Severity Score 

System (IHS4)

The latest scoring 

tool, based on 

counts of 

inflammatory 

nodules, 

abscesses, and 

draining tunnels 

Mild

≤3 points (number of 

inflammatory nodules × 1 and 

number of abscesses × 2)

Useful for severity 

assessment at 

baseline helps with 

determining 

medical treatment

Not detailed 

enough for precise 

determination of 

disease severity or 

therapy outcomes 

Moderate

4-10 points (number of 

inflammatory nodules × 1, 

number of abscesses × 2 and 

number of draining tunnels × 4)

Severe

≥11 points (number of 

inflammatory nodules × 1, 

number of abscesses × 2 and 

number of draining tunnels × 4)

The Sartorius 

HS system/ 

Modified 

Sartorius 

score (MSS)

An open scale 

value based on 

counting 

individual nodules 

and fistulas that

indicates disease 

severity

Dynamically 

measures 

clinical 

severity by 

assessing 

changes in 

disease 

severity 

over time

Based on counting individual 

nodules and fistulas within 7 

anatomical regions; requires 

measuring the longest distance 

between 2 lesions of the same 

type within each anatomical 

region and applying 

predetermined weights to 

specific kinds of lesion 

characteristics 

Universal, detailed, 

and dynamic 

score; detects 

changes in disease 

severity over time 

and in response to 

treatment

Time-consuming 

to use and can be 

challenging to 

interpret results; 

applicability may 

be limited in 

severe cases 

where separate 

lesions become 

confluent; not 

ideal for routine 

clinical practice or 

clinical trial use

HS Severity 

Index (HSSI) 

Incorporates 

categorical 

objective 

parameters with 

categorical 

subjective 

parameters to 

evaluate patients 

on a disease 

severity scale, 

with values 

ranging from 0-19

Severe 

disease: 

scores ≥13 

Considers body surface area 

involved, number of skin lesions, 

pain severity (determined 

through a visual analog scale), 

and drainage (determined by 

the number of dressing changes 

and working hours) 

HS-specific 

severity index 

Not routinely used 

in clinical practice 

or clinical trial; 

practitioners report 

poor usage 

satisfaction with 

this index; 

unvalidated 

measure

Moderate 

disease: 

scores 

between 8 

and 12 

Mild 

disease: 

scores 

between 0 

and 7

HS Clinical 

Response 

(HiSCR) score

Evaluates clinical 

endpoints when 

studying the 

inflammatory 

manifestations 

of HS

Evaluates if 

patients 

achieve a 

≥50% 

reduction in 

inflame-

mation and 

no increase 

in ab-

scesses or 

chronically 

inflamed 

lesions 

compared 

with 

baseline

HS-specific severity score 

based on data gathered using 

the HS-specific Physician Global 

Assessment and data from the 

phase 2 study to which it was 

applied

Provides a valid, 

responsive, and 

meaningful clinical 

endpoint 

A relatively new 

scoring system 

with limited 

historical data; has 

only been used in 

1 randomized, 

controlled trial in 

HS investigating 

the efficacy of 

adalimumab in 

HS; can only be 

used to assess 

response to 

treatment


